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Western Run Turnpike, Bridges
and culverts
Between Shawan Road and Butler
Road at Falls Road
Accessible to public
Ca. 1868
The Western Run Turnpike Company was chartered in 1868 to construct a toll
road between Butler and the York Road Turnpike. Tollgates were set up at Butler,
Western Run (q.v.) and York Road. Three bridges and culverts are known to be
original (and there may be others covered by modern alterations). The Gothic
arch of the bridge immediately north of the hamlet of Leesville reflects the
popularity of that style during the third quarter of the 19th century. The sturdy
stone construction indicates the plentiful supply of massive stone in the region.

Two other bridges,or culverts, are located about half a mile south of Leesville

and just west of Western Road.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A stone-arched bridge spans a branch of Western Run immediately
north of the hamlet of Leesville. The original bridge is about half
the width of the existing structure, having been widened to the east by
the addition of concrete structure. The single arch is a pointed or
Gothic arch, faced with roughly-worked marble stonesj adjacent stone is
a grayer rubble native limestone and the walls extend a few feet above
the roadbed in a parapet. Flanking the arch, the walls splay slightly
outward.

A stone culvert spans another branch of Western Run about half a
mile south of the Leesville bridge; it, too, has been about doubled in
width but the newer construction is to the west and it is a round steel
pipe, faced with rubble stone. Splaying parapet walls on either side
rise above the roadbed like the Leesville bridge. In the orliginal por-
tion of this bridge the stream is apanned with a series of massive roughly-
worked native limestone lintels laid side by side.

A stone culvert with long flanking retaining walls parallel to the
roadbed spans a branch of Western Run just north of Western Road. The
original portion of the culvert remains under the easterly half of West-
ern Run Road. The branch is spanned with a series of massive roughly-

worked stone lintels laid side by side.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Western Run Turnpike Company was chartered in 1868 to construct a
toll road between Butler and the York Road Turnpike. This turnpike, now
known as Western Run Road, was the last to be constructed in Baltimore
County and its original route still carries modern traffic over a series
of bridges and culverts with only minimal change in its right-of-way.

The road began in the village of Butler, ran south along the Falls Road
to its intersection with Western Run Road, then proceeded eastward and
southward to Shawan Road where it turned east to end at York Road Turn-
pike. There were toll gates at Butler, in the village of Western Run,
and at Yaxdk Road. The two tollhouses at Western Run are still in existance
(see Ackerman and Schdtss houses),

Three bridges and culverts are known to be original (and there may
be others which have been covered by modern alterations), The Gothic arch
of the bdbridger near Leesville reflects the popularity of the Gothic Re-
vival style in the third quarter of the 19th century. The sturdy stone
construction indicates the plentiful supply of massive sound stone in the
neighboring region,

The Western Run Turnpike Company was broken up in 1918 and the road-

way sold to the Baltimore County Board of Commissioners.
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